'genre practices' and 'writing practices' refer to the fact that genres in educational settings are routinely used in a recurring and regulated manner. Genres are embedded in teaching routines and serve defined functions of learning, reflection and communication within the study programmes. They are also used for examination and grading purposes. Traditionally, study programmes end with the submission of a final thesis which is seen as an important opportunity for independent learning but also as part of a passage ritual within academic socialization. Genre practices are regulated by detailed prescriptions determining the goals, length, time frame and grading criteria of the compositions.
Writing cultures exist at different organizational levels. Writing cultures are part of the disciplinary identities but may also be identified at the level of university type. Differences in national cultures have been documented by several cross-cultural studies (see, e.g. Foster & Russell, 2003) and they seem to persist in spite of the homogenization of higher education through the Bologna process. Genres, for these reasons, are a good focus for intercultural studies and genre knowledge can help transform writing experiences from one culture to another. Preparing students for exchange visits thus should be connected with teaching them the ways writing is handled in the guest culture. The following issues will be focused on: Which text genres are used? How are they are defined? How are they integrated in academic learning? How they are connected to writing practices? There also will be an investigation of how genre skills are taught, how they are valued by the faculty members and how their place in the respective curricula is defined.
The project's objective is to explore writing cultures at European universities and provide data helping to establish comparability and transferability of writing practices. Studying the contexts of writing is helpful to gain insight into the differences of the genres used in higher education, or, vice versa, studying genres is helpful to come to an understanding of writing cultures.
Project Design
The main methodological problem of the study is to secure comparability by creating unbiased measurement tools for the use in different cultures. The study of writing practices in Europe demands assessment tools in different languages which have to be pre-tested in different cultures to show stable reliability and validity measures across cultures.
Cultures cannot be measured directly but have to be inferred from observations. To understand cultures, it is necessary to gain an adequate data base to draw conclusions from. In this project, we will collect data from comparable disciplines at universities of different cultures which may allow drawing inferences to writing cultures. The following data will be gathered:
Student writing skills by a multilingual questionnaire Attitudes of university teachers towards writing and writing practices used in class by a multilingual questionnaire
